
Northern Colorado Amateur Radio Club
P.O. Box 272956

Fort Collins, CO 80527-2956

The Tribander
The monthly Newsletter of the Northern Colorado Amateur Radio Club

Club Meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month
At the Golden Corral, 901 E. Harmony Rd, Fort Collins, CO.

All are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Bring yourself and your appetite at 8:00 am.
The Meeting begins at 9:00 am.



NCARC Club Information

Club Officers

President Steve Henry N7GN (970)226-2817 n7gn@arrl.net
Vice President Eric Slutz N0EAS (970)282-3752 eric@redginger.com

Secretary Dave Langenberg KC9FOO (773)612-8435 dave@thelangenbergs.com
Treasurer

Membership Chair
Willis Whatley WA5VRL (970)407-6599 whatley@frii.com

Interference
Coordinator

Mike Bates N7DQ (970)219-3225 n7dq@comcast.net

Newsletter Willis Whatley WA5VRL (970)407-6599 whatley@frii.com
Technical Chair George Salzmann AB0SF (303)961-0841 ab0sf@yahoo.com
Hamfest Chair Michael Robinson N7MR (970)225-7501 michael@frii.com

NCARC Repeaters

W0UPS:  145.115 MHz – (144.515 MHz Input)  100 Hz CTCSS Subtone  (1* on, 0* off)  Autopatch
(40-32.926N, 105-11.898W, 7229 ft)  Horsetooth Mountain, west of Fort Collins, CO

W0UPS:  447.275 MHz – (442.275 MHz input)  100 Hz CTCSS Subtone  Autopatch
(40-32.926N, 105-11.898W, 7229 ft)  Horsetooth Mountain, west of Fort Collins, CO

W0UPS:  146.625 MHz – (146.025 MHz Input)  100 Hz CTCSS Subtone
(40-50.266N, 105-3.017W, 5600 ft)  SW of the Rawhide Power Plant, 17.5 miles north of Fort Collins, CO

W0UPS:  146.850 MHz – (146.250 MHz Input)  100 Hz CTCSS Subtone  (1* on, 0* off)
(40-25.341N, 104-44.182 W) Greeley, CO

W0UPS-5:  144.390 MHz – APRS Digital Repeater
(40-32.926N, 105-11.898W, about 7229 ft)  Horsetooth Mountain, west of Fort Collins, CO

Nets

ARES District 10 Information Net Wednesday 9:00 pm 145.115 MHz
ARES Statewide Net Sunday 8:30 pm 145.310 MHz

Central Colorado Traffic Net Daily 7:30 pm 145.310 MHz
Tech Net Tuesday 7:00 pm 145.115 MHz

Web Page

http://www.ncarc.net
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TECH NET Announcement!

This is a reminder that the 145.115 TECH NET is held Tuesday evening 07:00 PM.
It is hosted by N0WIQ, Kerry.  All amateur radio operators (with 2M privileges) are welcome to check in.  It is an open forum net with
Questions, Answers and Topics of interest.

If the 145.115 repeater is not available, the net will be held on the 447.275 repeater

CW Practice Session!     NOTE:  The operation of the practice session has been suspended temporarily due to issues with the
accessibility of the 145.115 repeater from the Estes Park area.  More info will be posted, as it becomes available…
This is a reminder that the 145.115 CW Practice Session is held Friday evening 06:00 PM.
It is hosted by W0EP, Chris.  All amateur radio operators (with 2M privileges) are welcome to check in or listen.

Local Area Swaplists:

For those who can not wait or can not attend the area swapmeets, below are the websites for some of the regional swaplists found on
the internet.  These are updated weekly.

Aurora Repeater Assn. Swaplist:  http://www.qsl.net/n0ara/swaplist.html
Colorado Repeater Assn. Swaplist:  http://www.w0cra.org/swap/craswaplist.htm
Wyoming Swap Shop: http://www.qsl.net/n0ara/wss.htm
New Mexico Swaplist:  http://bc-ares.org/swapnet/listings.html

New and renewing members for October:
K4HQR – Lamar    WA7BNG – Rick    W0LEF – Gary    N0HU – Max    K0GSA - Gregory
                                                                                                                                                 The NCARC thanks you for your support.

The 2006 NCARC Christmas Party
The 2006 NCARC Christmas Party will be held on Friday, December 15th, beginning at 5:30 PM.

The location for this superb event is the Western Sizzlin Steakhouse
Located at 31st Street and Hwy 85 in Evans, CO

Tired of RFI troubles in the shack and around your home?

Check out the extensive article on using common mode chokes written by W1HIS for the Yankee Clipper Contest Club at
http://tinyurl.com/qnzs3

Using the concepts described in the article may result in significant reductions in RFI from computing and network equipment and
restore peace at home by reducing or eliminating interference to audio and video equipment.

It is an Adobe PDF file that you can save for future reference.

"Theoretically, television may be feasible, but I consider it an impossibility - a development which we should waste little time dreaming
about." -- 1926, Lee de Forest, inventor of the cathode ray tube.

R&O 06-149 Update:

After about a year of stagnation, in early October, the FCC adopted and released FCC-06-149.  These changes were published in the
Federal Register on November 15th, 2006.  That means that these changes will be effective on December 15th, 2006.  The entire 45
page report can be retrieved as a word document, PDF file or text document from the FCC website at:
http://wireless.fcc.gov/cgi-bin/wtb-document-index.pl?t=2

Silent Key
It is with great sorrow that I place this notice in the NCARC Newsletter.  Brian Gould, KB0MEP is a silent key as of 11/16/2006.
He was one of our Severe Weather Coordinators and a storm spotter.  He worked as a paramedic for the Poudre Valley Ambulance
Service in Fort Collins.  He also served as a volunteer Battalion Chief for the Glacier View Volunteer Fire Department.
He was a member of the Buckhorn Field Day ARC and cherished friend. He will be missed by many of us in this community.





SPAR Announces Winter Field Day 2007

Field Day is one of the activities enjoyed by amateurs every June and offers an opportunity for camaraderie and a chance to test our ability to
set up operations in less than ideal circumstances, however, emergencies and natural disasters don't always happen in the summer. To test our
abilities to operate in the winter, SPAR has established a Winter Field Day event and is inviting all amateurs to participate.

The first Winter Field Day will be held from 12:00 noon on Saturday January 13, 2007 to 12:00 noon on Sunday January 14, 2007 local
time. The object of the event is to set up emergency-style communications and make as many contacts as possible during the 24-hour period.
The rules encourage as many contacts on as many bands and modes as possible, because during a real emergency, the most important factor is
the ability to communicate, regardless of band, mode or distance.

Some FAQ's:

When can we set up our WFD operation?
You can set up your operation at any time, however, if the station and antennas are operational before 8:00 AM on Saturday, the station counts
as a home station.

What if we want to set up a tent in the backyard?
No problem! The station would count as a home station, but you would get the 1000 point bonus for being outdoors. If you use batteries or a
generator to power the radios, you would also get the 1000 point bonus for emergency power. You can run an extension cord from the house to
power the coffeepot!

I'll operate the station, but my (wife, husband, son, daughter, friend...) will be there, too. What operator category would I use?
No problem. If they don't operate the radios nor do logging, you would still be a single operator. You might be able to convince them to bring
food!

What bands can be used for contacts?
Just about any, although contest operations are prohibited on the WARC bands. In a real emergency, the ability to communicate on many
different bands is a definite advantage.

What modes can I use?
Just about any, since in a real emergency having flexibility in operating modes is an advantage. For scoring purposes, the modes that count are
CW, Voice, Digital, SSTV, and satellite.

I want to work both SSB and FM on 2 meters. Can I do that?
Sure! Both SSB and FM would count as Voice, so you'd get only 1 multiplier, but there's no prohibition from using repeaters, either, so have at
it - with the repeater owner's permission, of course.

My questions weren't answered here. Where can I get more information?
Please check the SPAR Forum where all planning and discussion of the Winter Field Day will take place. Registration is free; just use your
callsign as your user name.

The official rules can be found at the SPAR web site. The event is open to all amateurs, although we encourage everyone to join in the
discussions and other activities sponsored by SPAR. Information about SPAR can be found on the SPAR Home Page. Membership is free and
open to all amateurs who want to encourage technical and operating skills. You can register by going to the SPAR Forum and registering, using
your amateur callsign as your user name.

Please join with SPAR in promoting amateur radio and keeping our bands alive!



NCARC Meeting - November 18, 2006
Location: Golden Corral

Called to Order by Steve Henry at 0900h
There were 25 members and 4 guests present

Announcement from K0OJ: Christmas Party: Dec 15 Western Sizzlin ~ 5:30 pm in Evans

REPORTS:

Secretary: Minutes approved as read.

Treasurer: Checking $8100.79.  Savings unchanged.  We have had 2 renewals this month.

Tech:
--There is some thought that we have a cold joint as part of our problems on the hill because the interference is getting better as the weather
gets colder.
--Lots of out of band interference coming in. Steve purchased a 2MHz bandpass filter to put on the input.

Interference: No new reports of interference. With new antenna folks who are weak into the repeater should be reminded to increase power.

Control Op: Nothing new.

OLD BUSINESS

Brian Gould - KB0MEP -- SK due to traffic accident.  Memorial service will be held at Faith Evangelical Free Church on Shields at 11:30 am
Monday, November 20th.

Fest:
--Publicity is now the biggest task -- fliers, postcards, etc are being sent out.
--We are looking for folks to put up fliers.
--Still looking for food vendor.
--Folks are requested to start signing up for tables now.

Ham Class:
--Mike N7MR demonstrated QRP at the last class.  The students were very interested and the class ran late that night due to the interest.
--Class is going well.

Events Center Repeater:
--Chet (KC0DSJ) has made contact with Richard and will get the repeater from him.

NEW BUSINESS

FoxHunt Group: Mike (N7DQ) and Steve (N7GN) are thinking of starting a small FoxHunt group.  A poll of interested club members was
taken; results showed some interest.

NCARC Elections:
--Nominations are now open:
--Minor nominated existing slate.  Seconded by N7DQ and most of the rest of the room.
--There were no other nominations. Elections to be held at the December meeting. If folks want to nominate somebody, contact Dave at
davel@uchicago.edu or 773-612-8435.

Current Nominations:

President: Steve Henry N7GN
Vice President: Eric Slutz N0EAS
Secretary: David Langenberg KC9FOO
Treasurer: Willis Whatley WA5VRL
Technical Committee Officer: Open
Newsletter: Willis Whatley WA5VRL
Hamfest Officer: Michael Robinson N7MR



Northern Colorado Amateur Radio Club (NCARC) Presents

WINTER HAMFEST 2007
        Admission $5 (children under 12 free)                                                       Saturday, January 20, 2007
        6 ft Tables $5 ea. (includes 1 admission)                                                Open to public 8:00 am to 1:00 pm!

          Talk in:  145.115 (-offset 100 Hz  CTCSS)                                         Vendors Setup beginning at 6:00 am
                          146.520 Simplex                                                               The Lincoln Center – Canyon West Room
                                                                                                                              417 W. Magnolia, Ft. Collins, Co.
                    http://www.ncarc.net
On-site ARRL VEC EXAMS 9:00 am Prompt !               Coffee, donuts and catered lunch !

                     1st Prize: Yaesu FT-8800

          Grand Prize:    Yaesu FT-8800R

                                                                                                          From I-25, take the CO Hwy 14 Exit (exit 269)
                                                                                                          west into Fort Collins. After crossing Riverside
                                                                                                          Avenue, CO Hwy 14 becomes Mulberry Street.
                                                                                                         Continue west on Mulberry Street three blocks
                                                                                                         past College Avenue. Turn right onto Meldrum
                                                                                                         Street. The Lincoln Center is on the west side of
                       2nd Prize: Yaesu FT-7800                                           Meldrum between Mulberry and Magnolia.
                                                                                                          The formal address is 417 West Magnolia Street.

                                                                                                                       GPS: 40.34.94N  105.04.99W

                                                                                                            Hourly door prizes…donated by HRO, Denver

                                                         3rd Prize: Yaesu FT-60                                        See you there !
                                                                            Dual Band HT                                     73,   NCARC

                                                                                                                      For Advance Table Reservations contact:
                                                             DRAWING at NOON                          ---  Willis Whatley,  WA5VRL
                                                         You must be present to win !                                (970) 407-6599

                                                                                                                        Make checks payable to NCARC
                                                            Fun !  Friends !  Food !          P.O. Box 272956   Fort Collins, CO 80527-2956



The Lincoln Center

The following images show the layout of the Lincoln Center in Fort Collins and the Canyon West Room, where the Winter SuperFest will be
held.  Parking areas (located on the south and west sides of the complex) are not shown.  There is also parking available on the surrounding
streets, with the exception of W. Mulberry.  The gray area in the Canyon West room is a wood dance floor.  The remainder of the room is
carpeted.  The layout of the tables in the Canyon West room is a proposed arrangement and is subject to change.  E = electrical outlet.

Figure 1 – The Lincoln Center Complex

Figure 2 – The Canyon West Room



NCARC Elections:

The annual Elections are to be held at the December meeting.

At the November meeting, Minor Cross (K7YJ) nominated the existing slate.  Michael Bates (N7DQ) seconded that nomination.  There were
no other nominations at the meeting.  George Salzmann (AB0SF) subsequently contacted the NCARC officers and requested that his name be
removed from the nomination list.

To nominate anyone including yourself for any of the positions, come to the December meeting or contact Dave Langenberg (KC9FOO) at
(773) 612-8435 or dave@thelangenbergs.com.  Any nominations of current members will be accepted and voted on at the meeting.  Please do
not nominate persons other than yourself without their approval to do so.

The ballot below can be marked and returned by postal mail to the NCARC at P.O. Box 272956, Fort Collins, CO 80527-2956 or by e-mail to
Dave Langenberg at dave@thelangenbergs.com.  Any write-in names received in this manner that are current members of the NCARC will be
accepted.  All valid write-ins will be accepted as a nomination and the ballot counted as a vote for that write-in nominee at the meeting.

To be counted, this ballot must be received on or before December 14, 2006 (the Friday before the meeting), you must include your name at the
bottom of this ballot and you must be a current member of the NCARC on the day of the December meeting.

President
� - Steve Henry N7GN

� - _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vice President
� - Eric Slutz N0EAS

� - _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Secretary
� - Dave Langenberg KC9FOO

� - _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Treasurer
� - Willis Whatley WA5VRL

� - _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Technical Committee Officer
� - _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

� - _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Newsletter Editor
� - Willis Whatley WA5VRL

� - _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HamFest Officer
� - Michael Robinson N7MR

� - _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ballot received from: ___________________________________________________________________  Call: _____________________



Northern Colorado
Amateur Radio Club

Information/Application Form

____ I would like more information on Amateur Radio.

____ I want to join the NCARC.  My payment is enclosed.

____ I want to renew my membership.  My payment is enclosed.

Annual Dues:
Family Membership: $25.00
Full Time Students: $5.00

BEFORE FILLING THIS OUT, READ THIS MESSAGE --------------------------------------
                                                                                                                                                ↓
Name: __________________________________

Callsign: ______________________________

Street: ________________________________

City: __________________________________

State: _________________________________

Zip: ___________________________________

Telephone: _____________________________

License Class: _________________________

E-mail Address: ________________________

Receive Newsletter by E-mail?  YES  NO

Student?                       YES  NO

ARRL Member?                   YES  NO

Please mail this form to:           NCARC
                                                  P.O. Box 272956
                                                  Fort Collins, CO 80527-2956

You only need to fill in your name or callsign and
anything that has changed.  Any items left blank
will be assumed to be correct in the NCARC
database.

If you would like to receive the newsletter by E-
mail, please indicate so here.


